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EAU CLAIRE — Katie Hul-
bert said this time last year, the 
future of the Day Resource Cen-
ter seemed uncertain. Now, the 
Western Dairyland Economic 
Opportunity Council (WDEOC) 
is hopeful that it will be up and 
running in less than two months.

“We are starting to get towards 
the end of our timeline,” said Hul-
bert, Housing and Family Ser-
vices director for WDEOC. “We 
have flooring and ceiling left 
to do here. Ideally right now, 
[Rocket Construction] is solely 
focused on getting the Commu-
nity Haven House side up and 
running, and so they’re a little bit 
further along than the Western 
Dairyland side, which is how we 
want that.”

Serving a dual purpose, the 
Day Resource Center located on 
1 Better Way in downtown Eau 
Claire will house both the Com-
munity Haven House and office 
space for Western Dairyland. In 
addition to continuing services, 
additional space will also open 
the door to take on future pro-
gramming and address commu-
nity needs.

Renovations began on the 
18,560-square-foot building in 
August of this year.

Hulbert said their aim is to be 
moving furniture and other items 
into the space by mid-December 

and opening their services to 
the public by Jan. 1. The current 
Community Haven House’s lease 
ends at the start of 2026, so Hul-
bert said there is significance in 
reaching their goals by that time.

“When that lease ends, that 
building will not be allowed for 
occupancy, so if we get behind 
it could be detrimental and we 
could have a gap in services for 

our folks during the day,” she said. 
“Especially in the winter, that’s 
not a good time to have that gap 
because of how cold it can get 
here in the area.”

Also with offering care for those 
in the community who are home-
less, updating the facility is signif-
icant in addressing some ongo-
ing quality concerns in the cur-
rent building. One of which is 

carpeting, which Hulbert said 
offers its own set of challenges and 
makes it difficult to clean. Addi-
tionally, the building itself is not 
easily accessible to people with 
disabilities, and has limitations of 
space while it has provided a tem-
porary solution in their efforts to 
address homelessness.

Hulbert said, “I also feel that for 
the guests themselves, to have a 

nicer facility to show their worth 
as a human being is really import-
ant as well.

“We need to show that we 
honor who they are as human 
beings and that they are worth 
something, because that’s going 
to help build their self-esteem so 
that they want to make changes 
and take those services.”

WDEOC excited about Day Resource Center 
operations beginning in just under two months

STAFF PHOTO BY MATTHEW BAUGHMAN

The Day Resource Center is located at 1 Better Way, formerly 610 Gibson Street, in downtown Eau Claire.
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 The Aces on Bridge®

We continue our theme of which card to play 
from dummy’s queen-doubleton at trick one in 
three no-trump.

West leads a heart, knowing from the outset 
that he is defending on his own, and declarer 
counts three club tricks, two spades and two 
diamonds, once the spade ace-king and diamond 
ace are knocked out. There are at least two more 
winners to come in hearts, but there is a risk that 
West may establish two heart tricks to go with his 
three pointed-suit honors.

If declarer allows the lead to run around to his 
hand — the natural play to ensure three heart 
tricks — West can take the first round of which-
ever pointed suit South plays on and can continue 
with the heart king to pin dummy’s queen. He will 
subsequently get in twice more to establish and 
cash his hearts. The defenders may let South 
score three hearts and three club tricks, but he 
can score only two spade or two diamond tricks.

Declarer can combat this by making the unnat-
ural move of playing dummy’s heart queen at 
trick one. He needs only two heart tricks, after 
all. Thus, South retains sufficient heart stoppers 
against West and cannot be denied his contract. 
A spade goes to the queen and king, after which 

West’s best play is a passive club, but it does 
not help. 

Declarer knocks out the spade ace, wins the 
next club in hand and then forces out the dia-
mond ace to establish his game-going tricks. He 
comes to three club tricks and two in each of the 
other suits.

ANSWER: This is not far away from an 
upgrade: a decent five-card suit and lots of hard 
values (aces and kings). However, no-trump 

might be easier to play from partner’s side. 
Plus, we might miss a heart fit by opening one 
no-trump. I intend to raise a one-spade response 
to two. I’ll often distort my hand out of a one-no-
trump opener when I have a decent five-card 
major and two small in another suit.

The bidding:

Barry Rigal

If you would like to contact Barry Rigal, email him at  
barryrigal@hotmail.com.
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In the new facility, members of the 
community facing homelessness will 
have access to public bathrooms and 
showers, washers and dryers, com-
puters for online school and appli-
cations, information on transporta-
tion options, an outdoor patio space 
which still offers privacy and more. 
The space will also provide lunches 
during days the Community Table in 
Eau Claire is inactive.

Another big argument for the ben-
efit of a facility like this has been to 
put a variety of essential resources 
together in one space, solving acces-
sibility challenges.

“One thing we find very often is 
that our unhoused come up on the 
coordinated entry list and we can’t 
find them because they don’t have a 
phone and they don’t have a mailing 
address, so they lose out on services,” 
Hulbert said. “If a guest comes in and 
we’re looking for them, once they 
check in, we’ll be able to get notified 
that they’re here and we can hope-
fully get them the services that they 
qualify for sooner than later and folks 
won’t miss out on programs because 
we can’t find them.”

Work is still planned for these 
coming weeks, as the next event for 
WDEOC is the launch of their “One 
Better Way” capital campaign as half 
of their $6.4 million goal has already 
been reached. Hulbert said an event 
on Nov. 13 will mark the public 
phase of that campaign to support 
the efforts of the Day Resource Cen-
ter.

For more information on the 
event, visit tinyurl.com/better-
wayEC.

Hulbert said there have certainly 

been challenges to overcome over the 
past few years, but having the open-
ing of the building in sight is an excit-
ing thing to see.

“I think there’s so much positive 
energy from the community going 
towards this project, and to be so 
close to the end is rewarding,” she 
said.

“It’s so exciting, and I’m excited to 
show the folks that are less fortunate 
that we have a community that really 
does care for them and we’re trying to 
make a difference in their lives.”

Center/from a1

sTaFF PhoTo by maTTheW baughmaN

hoping to open up in just under two months, Western dairyland economic 
opportunity Council say they are getting towards the end of their construc-
tion phase with the day resource Center.

IOWA CITY, Iowa (AP) 
— A powerful Iowa judge 
has been charged with 
operating a vehicle while 
intoxicated after witnesses 
say she drove the wrong 
way on a highway Tues-
day night while passed out 
behind the wheel.

Adria Kester, chief judge 
of the state’s Second Judi-
cial District, was released 
from the Boone County Jail 
on Wednesday morning, 
court records show.

A criminal complaint 
said motorists called 911 
after 8 p.m. on Tuesday 
night to report a truck 
slowly driving eastbound 
in the westbound lanes 
on U.S. Highway 30 near 
Boone. One of the wit-
nesses reported the driver 
looked unconscious and 
slumped over the steering 
wheel, and drove into the 
highway median.

The complaint said a wit-
ness got out of their vehi-
cle to check on the driver 
but could not open the 
door, and the vehicle was 
still slowly moving in the 
median. The witness told 
police she had to climb in 
the back window to put the 
2026 GMC Canyon Denali 
truck in park and shut it off.

A deputy with the Boone 
County sheriff ’s office 
said he found Kester in 
the driver’s seat appearing 
to be heavily intoxicated 
and unsteady. He wrote 
that Kester, 55, of nearby 
Ogden, could not walk on 
her own and was assisted 
to an ambulance for treat-
ment.

After she was cleared by 
medical services, Kester 

still could not walk and 
refused to answer whether 
she would be willing to 
undergo field sobriety test-
ing, according to the com-
plaint. The deputy wrote in 
the complaint that he also 
determined it would not be 
safe to conduct those tests 
given her condition.

A warrant was issued to 
obtain a sample of Kester’s 
blood at the Boone County 
Hospital. She was arrested 
for first offense operat-
ing while intoxicated and 
booked into jail around 
4 a.m. The complaint 
doesn’t reveal the result of 
any testing.

Court records do not list 
an attorney for Kester. A 
number associated with 
her said “the called party is 
temporarily unavailable.”

Steve Davis, a spokes-
person for the Iowa Judi-
cial Branch, said the court 
system was aware of Kes-
ter’s arrest but could not 
comment since it was “a 
pending case and a per-
sonnel matter.” He said 
the seven-member Judi-
cial Qualifications Com-
mission investigates alle-
gations of misconduct by 
Iowa judges, and can rec-
ommend the retirement, 
discipline or removal of a 
judicial officer to the Iowa 
Supreme Court.

A judge ordered Kester 
released without bond after 
an initial court appear-
ance Wednesday morn-
ing. The judge also ordered 
her to submit to a substance 
abuse evaluation and fol-
low any recommendations 
for treatment in the next 30 
days.

Powerful Iowa judge charged 
with OWI after witnesses say she 
drove wrong way on highway
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